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Our Approach
Kreative Minds International is an independent art group that aims to create awareness around the world. We will be using art as a voice to encourage the community to acknowledge and appreciate difference.

Our goals are to make sure that everyone within our society has a greater understand of their environment and how everyone’s actions have an effect on our surroundings and how something negative can be turned into something positive. And urge everyone to work, live and play together regardless of their differences.

The art group is about acceptance, being accepted for who and what you are, and also understand that even though many of us have difference within those differences we can find similarities.

We want individuals to be aware of each other’s experience, and how each of them feels history has affected them living in today society. This project aims to educate and evaluate, educate by providing information from other individuals experience’s and interpretations, and evaluate by showing it is possible to move forward positively and override the discriminative barriers. And this will all be done through art.

Our theme applies to the whole environment, with everyone on the same page and  able to have a greater understanding of history, we can now move forward and work on the, most important problem at hand bridging the gap, and bringing all cultures and countries together by taking the event international. 

The art group have already have exposure in Nigerian and were Press Briefed by DS TV , The Channel  and Galaxy TV. The interview was aired and they were also placed into various newspapers such as The Nigerian Guardian, Daily Sun and This Day Newspaper..
Recent Event
FREE ENTRY ART EXHIBITION

BY RUTH BIRCHAM, TAYO SHOYEMI, AYOOLA ODUPITAN AND OTHER ARTISTS

Be prepared to have your mind exploited, when you attend Ruth Bircham’s latest art exhibition ‘EXPLOITATION OF THE INTERNAL MIND’. She will be painting numerous images with her newly formed art group KREATIVE MINDS. These images will be based on our environment today and combining cultures and countries, the event is both educational and mind challenging. And art work is for sale!

This is going to be a two part educational exhibition aim at the community, one part of the exhibition will be based on our every day environment and the decisions we face. And the other will be focused on combining two countries and cultures, with the aim to bridge the gap between us by bringing ethnic minorities together. This project currently consists of 5 artists who have all experienced a very different primary, social and economical upbringing, they will collaborate on a combination of paintings based on the environment today, throughout history and most importantly how this development has affected individual minds. The group aim’s to travel to various countries and exhibit pieces of art work.
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The artists Involved 
.

Ruth Bircham  (UK)

Ruth studied an Access to Art and Design at Croydon College in 2000. It was on this course, that Ruth began her experimentation of bringing the outside environment into her art work.  She became influenced by the Renaissance, Impressionist, Abstract Realism and Corporeality. In 2001 Ruth studied a BA (Hon) In Fine Art Combined Media, 
This course allowed her to develop her idea’s further. She also gained knowledge in printing, film editing, using various computer software’s and business studies. During this course Ruth’s work was exhibited at the Parfait Gallery at Croydon College in 2001 and in 2002, and also at a group exhibition in 2005. After completing her BA (Hon) in 2005, Ruth has been commissioned by a business organization to paint a mural and has had several customized requests from the general public. Ruth uses her art to express her thoughts and feelings and many of her works display her life experiences.  
Other pieces are also based on her interpretations of certain parts of the body and how they are viewed, and her most recent exhibition took place at Fairfield Halls in 2008 where she chose the theme Exploitation, that focused on how today most of us rely heavily on advertising contents rather than the quality of life, which can also be alienating to the individual, as a society, she believes that we should be more objective to certain aspects that are placed in our environment.  Exploitation needs to be acknowledged and not ignored.
Tayo Shoyemi (NIGERIA)

Tayo Shoyemi who studied in 2001 to Institute of Technology of textile arts and design where he obtained Diploma and Departmental award winner in arts and design course, he immediately proceeded to Yaba College of Technology for Certificate in computer Graphics Course. He has had several exhibitions and commissions including painting with a famous artist and for the president of Nigeria. He belongs to a known Nigerian art group called Art Expo Nigeria.

Ayoola  Odupitan (NIGERIA)
Ayoola Odupitan received a bachelor of art (Education) from university of Benin, Benin City, Edo state in 2006.Where she major in painting, She has had a number of art exhibition, her most recent one was this year in August, and she  is also a part of the known Art Expo Nigeria group in Nigeria
David Bircham (UK) (Guest)
David Bircham co-creator & artist on BRODIE'S LAW and co-founder of Pulp Theatre Entertainment began his career in comics in the early 90's, where he quickly became a regular artist at 2000 AD on titles such as JUDGE DREDD and recreated the look for the popular SLAINE. 

He has also worked on well-known properties as diverse as Mighty Morphin Power Rangers and Sooty & Sweep comics, as well as stints with Hasbro on concept artwork for new toys and RPG cards. He has just finished working on a graphic novel 'Cain's Awakening' for film director Lawrence Pearce and is currently working on the movie adaptation and script for Brodie's law, including various commissions and creating new characters and story lines for the third instalment of Brodie's Law.
Pat Mear (UK New Member)

Pat Mear studied crafts at Dartington College of Art, Devon, in the 1960s and vocational fine art painting at Croydon College of Art in the 1970s. She has exhibited at various galleries including the Young Contemporaries at the Royal Academy. 
Her large amount of work also includes a series of Indian ink line drawings of Animals and Birds, and 'Pebbles' - meditative works, a relevant selection of which will be exhibited 19th and 20th September at Heathfield House in Croydon; also a series which she refers to as 'Paintings in Clouds' -which refers to the way these mostly very large and detailed canvases are slowly and intuitively created.
Previous Exhibitions
EXPLOITATION
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Exhibition Opens 2009
Tue-1st Sept - 6pm - 9pm
Wed-2nd Sept - Fri-4th Sept -11am-10pm
Sat-5th Sept - 11am - 5pm
Confirm your Free Entry at:
. V‘hin: www.kreativeminds.synthasite.com
ontact Info: mindskreative@yahoo.com




Exploitation Of The Internal Mind
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A Few Of Our Previous Sponsors
TSA Studios

Art-2-Be-Read

Rab Printers

De Vine Hospitals

Absolute Elegance 

Newspaper Articles & Press Brief

We have had our group represented by NIGERIAN NEWSPAPERS Daily Sun, Guardian and This Day newspapers. We have also been interviewed by GALAXY TV, the CHANNEL TV and DSTV in Nigeria.
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Weekend Sun 
Company Profile 
Young artists unveil the human mind
By THERESA ONWUGHALU
Wednesday, February 25, 2009
· More Stories on This Section
Change, like the American dream, which has now come true with Barack Obama’s presidency in America, is what three visual artists, Ruth Bircham, Tayo Shoyemi and Ayoola Odupitan from different backgrounds express in their exhibition entitled, Exploitation of the Internal Mind.

The group, named Kreative Minds recently organised an exhibition of paintings and mixed media at Terra Kulture, Victoria Island, Lagos with a mission to bridge the gap between cultures and countries by bringing ethnic minorities together. According to the artists, “many individuals are suffering and feel that they are alone and the only way to get themselves heard is by committing crimes or taking part in anti-social behaviours.”

They said, “ We want to change people’s way of thinking. The answer to this problem is not to ignore it but to confront the situation using the past as a stepping stone towards moving forward. We want people to be aware of their experiences and how history has affected them.” 

The on-going exhibition therefore is a conscious effort aimed at educating the people by providing information from other individuals’ experience and interpretation and evaluate them by showing that it is possible to move forward positively and override the racial barriers.

The art pieces numbering 50 are a combination of paintings based on the environment, history and most importantly how development has affected the individual’s mind.
All the works reflect the past as well as question what the future holds for the people.
The works of the UK based Ruth Bircham, including Way Forward, Personner and Rising Above are Ruth from United Kingdom said she is influenced by the Renaissance, Impressionistic, Abstract Realism and Corporeality forms. It was during her Access to Art and Design course at Croydon College in 2000 that she began her experimentation of bringing the outside environment in to her work. This idea was developed after she bagged her B.A (Hons) in Fine Art Combined Media. 

Some of Tayo Shoyemi works are Rainy Day, No Problem and Sweet of Motherhood. Rainy Day is a reflection of the artist’s past as a child when he used to enjoy jumping and bathing in the rain.
One of the works of Ayoola Odupitan, a graduate of art (Education) from the University of Benin, Edo State is Dada. According to her, the piece, Dada represents a naturally born person. But today in some parts of the world, it is looked down at as occult. 

The trio in recent times has exhibited either differently or in groups. 
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New group in Exploitation of the Internal Minds
By Tajudeen Sowole 

A UNITED Kingdom-based painter, Ruth Bircham is partnering with two young artists in Nigeria to stage an exhibition whose thematic engagement is education. The partnership has led to the formation of a group called Kreative Minds with Bircham, Tayo Shoyemi and Ayoola Odupitan as members. 

The geographical locations notwithstanding, the artists have found commonality and thus expressing such in the exhibition titled, Exploitation of the Internal Minds. The show is expected to run at the Terra Kulture, Victoria Island, Lagos between February 7, and 12, 2009. 

The exhibition, it is envisaged, will bridge the gap between cultures and countries. The exhibiting artists have promised to tell their different social and economic experiences through the exhibition. 

The works, Bircham said, were based on the environment today, in the past, and most importantly, how this development has affected individual minds. 

Odupitan explained: "We feel that the key to solving most situations is through education. Many individuals are suffering and feel that they are alone, and the only way to be heard is by committing a crime or taking part in anti-social behaviour. This can hinder an individual's personal development in life, as racism, discrimination, hatred and many other ethnic related issues do. The young generation today who are coming from an African or Caribbean background are aware of this and therefore, feel that they have lost the race in life when they have not even begun." 

Bircham stressed that answer to this problem is not by ignoring it, but confronting the situation head on, and using the past as a stepping stone to move forward. "We want individuals to be aware of each other's experience, and how each of them feels history has affected them living in today society, " the Croydon College, UK, trained-artist said. 

Shoyemi, a trained textile artist said the exhibition was not just focusing on our ethnic minority but the whole environment, with everyone on the same page and the ability to have a greater understanding of history from where "we can now move forward and work on the most important problem at hand, bridging the gap, and bringing all cultures and countries together." 

Out of 35 exhibits meant for the show, three (one each from the artists) were made available for preview. For Odupitan, an ink work titled Dada, monochrome, he said, is his effort to educate people on the need to appreciate people born with dreadlocks. He noted that dreadlocks were better appreciated in the Western World, and hoped that "Africans who are the original owners of dreadlocks would not allow it to fade away." 

In Bircham's work, her multi racial environment was noticed in the piece she titled Rising Above, acrylic on canvas, with much emphasis on the thick lip. This, she explained, was deliberate "to attract viewers that our identity and culture is not less superior to that of any other race." 

Shoyemi's work captured children playing in the rain. The artist used the work to argue that the popular song that teaches children to tell the rain to 'go away and come back another day' is wrong. She said, "Rain is a gift from nature, why should we ask it to go away?" 

Bircham studied Access to Art and Design at Croydon College in 2000. She said her experimentation of bringing the outside environment into art work began thereafter. 

Renaissance, Impressionism, Abstract Realism and Corporeality, she explained, are the schools of art that influenced her art. In 2001, she got BA (Hon) in Fine Art Combined Media, which she said strengthened her art. She also gained knowledge in printing, film editing, using various computer softwares and business studies. Her work was exhibited at the Parfait Gallery at Croydon College in 2001 and in 2002, and also at a group exhibition in 2005. 

Shoyemi, in addition to his Diploma in Textile Art and Design, has participated in several exhibitions, including Art Expo Nigeria. He is also a member of the new art group, Art Zero. 

Odupitan graduated with Bachelor of Art (Education) from University of Benin, Benin City, Edo State in 2006. She major in painting, She has a number of art exhibitions including Art Expo Nigeria and Society of Nigerian Artists, SNA organised October Rain to her credit. 
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Bridging Cultural Barriers
By MARY EKAH, 02.13.2009 

Viewers last Saturday at the Terra Kulture, Victoria Island, Lagos had a glimpse of what would best be described as the expressions of the minds of some  African artists at the flag off of “Exploitation of the International Mind,” an exhibition by a group called the Kreative Minds. “We are out to bridge the gab between cultures and countries by bringing ethnic minorities together in the sense... 
 

                                               Art: Exploitation of the Internal Minds at Fairfield Halls, Croydon (From Croydon Guardian)

6:30am Thursday 27th August 2009


Comments (0)
   Have your say » 

By Graham Moody » 

When Ruth Bircham exhibited her art at Fairfield Halls last year it was the start of a 12 month journey that comes full circle next week. 

The artist is back at the venue with her new exhibition, Exploitation of the Internal Minds, but this time she is not alone. 

"It's a bit like how we live in London with different walks of life trying to live, work and play together."

Ruth Bircham

The success of last September led to the formation of Kreative Minds International, a group of artists wanting to tour the world. 

"We want to take it worldwide," says the 43-year who studied at Croydon College. 

"The group came about from speaking to someone online and he said he wanted to take his art worldwide and I just thought that was a good idea. 

"For this exhibition we have artists coming together from different countries and doing pieces based on the environment. 

"It all took off from last year's exhibition that I did by myself. 

"I took it to Nigeria and it went really well with exposure in the national newspapers and interviews on television too. 

"It was quite something." 

The other artists involved are Ruth's daughter, Ruby Martins, her brother, David Bircham, Nigerian Ayoola Omovo who is flying in especially, Tayo Shoyemi and Pat Mears, who got involved having seen last September's exhibition. 

Most of the art on show is abstract and Ruth explains the philosophy behind it. 

"We are educating people by providing information from other individuals’ experience’s and interpretation," she says. 

"Showing them that it is possible to move forward positively and override any discriminative or racial barriers. 

"When I went to Nigeria there was about three or four different cultures all living together in the same city and helping each other out. 

"It's a bit like how we live in London with different walks of life trying to live, work and play together. 

"I wanted to bring that culture back here and converge it with ours in paintings and the plan is now to go somewhere else and bring back the same thing." 

Sun Lounge, Fairfield Halls, Park Lane, September 1 (6pm to 9pm), 2 to 4 (10am to 10pm) and 5 (11am to 5pm), free. Call 020 8688 9291 or visit kreativeminds.synthasite.com to confirm your free entry. 
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Kreative Minds exhibition in Croydon

Friday, August 28, 2009, 09:00

Comment on this story


Cultures and countries will be the subject of a free art exhibition next week.

Ruth Bircham and her art group Kreative Minds, have painted several images based on the environment.

The display called Exploitation of the Internal Mind is taking place at Fairfield Halls in Park Lane.

It runs from Tuesday (September 1) until next Saturday (September 5), and every canvas is for sale.

To get your free pass to the exhibition, visit www.kreativeminds.synthasite.com
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Tuesday, 25 August 2009

Adventures into Internal Minds 
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BY TAJUDEEN SOWOLE

THREE artists — Ruth Bircham-Shoyemi, Tayo Shoyemi and Ayoola Odupitan —whose drawings have found a home in Kreative Minds, will be showing at Fairfield Halls Theatre, Park Lane, Croydon, United Kingdom from September 6 to 9. Under the Theme, Exploitation of the Internal Minds-2, it is the second show by the group, which had its debut in February at Terra Kulture, Victoria Island, Lagos, when Bircham-Shoyemi visited Nigeria. In their first show, the artists, in their diverse thoughts, engaged the canvas to explain effects of social changes on the society. The UK show tries to bridge the gap between cultures and countries; most importantly, to show how this development has affected individuals. Affection between mother and child — during the nursing period — is captured by Tayo Shoyemi in his piece. While explaining the virtues of breast-feeding, the work reveals one of the feeding techniques by women in the work. Odupitan, who has remained consistent in her print-like monochrome, offers a balance in cultural study. Two contrasting images of hairdo: a dreadlock and an island-clean-shaven head, express her thoughts on cultural diversity. Bircham-Shoyemi keeps her viewer thrilled in her depictions of nature and its beautiful sceneries, which appear to be her strength. Her multi racial environment oozes in Rising Above, acrylic on canvas, with much emphasis on the thick lip. This, she explains, is deliberate “to show viewers that our culture is no less superior to that of any other race. My future plans are to continue to exhibit and take Exploitation of the Internal Mind to the international stage and back to Nigeria, where the idea originated. I want to educate people around the world about Nigerian history and culture.” FOR Odupitan, the formation of the group is based on the need to educate the youth. It is believed that many young ones are suffering in silence because they feel that the only way to be heard is by committing crime or taking part in anti-social behaviours. Solution, Bircham-Shoyemi stresses, is not by ignoring it, but confronting the situation head on, using the past as a stepping stone to move forward. “We want individuals to be aware of each other’s experience, and how each of them feels history has affected them living in today’s society”, she argues. Bircham-Shoyemi, who studied Access to Art and Design at Croydon College, said her experimentation of bringing the outside environment into art began thereafter. Renaissance, Impressionism, Abstract Realism and Corporeality are the schools of art that have influenced her works. In 2001, she got BA (Hon) in Fine Art Combined Media, which she said strengthened her. She also had a stint in printing, film editing, using various computer softwares, and business studies. Her work was shown at the Parfait Gallery at Croydon College in 2001 and 2002, and also was involved in a group show in 2005. Odupitan graduated with Bachelor of Art (Education) from University of Benin, Benin City, Edo State in 2006. Majoring in painting, She has a number of art shows including Art Expo Nigeria and Society of Nigerian Artists, (SNA) organised October Rain to her credit. Tayo, in addition to his Diploma in Textile Art and Design, has participated in several exhibitions, including Art Expo Nigeria. He is also a member of the new art group, Art Zero.
Websites
www.kreativeminds.synthasite.com 

www.art2beread.synthasite.com 
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